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order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and 
before proportion early cases will come voluntarily for examination, there 
must change the attitude the public toward the disease Any scheme for 
the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.”’ 

Recommendation World Conferencee Leprosy, Cairo, Egypt, March 1938. 


FACTS THAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT DISEASE 


The transmission Hansen’s disease being still unsolved, 
the medical world classes 


The Leprosarium Carville was founded fifty two years 
ago. date not single member the medical nursing 
staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not 
comparable with those they would take dealing with 
diphtheria, typhoid and other diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-anually 
for short periods. 
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OUR FRIENDS CARVILLE 


RADIO BROADCAST 
Eugene Murphy,S 


Foreword: This broadcast originai- 
early June from Radio Station WEW, 
operated St. Louis University, St. Louis, 
Mo.,on Sacred Heart Program, The 
Voice the Apostleship Prayer, Heard 
Daily Millions.’’ Father Murphy has writ- 
ten THE STAR that the program received 
deal favorable comment St. 
and vicinity and that transcripticn the 
program has begun make the rounds 
230 outlets carrying The Sacred Heart Prc- 
gram all over the United States, Canada, 
Rico, Panama, Alaska 
and also many Service Hospitals, Medical 
Centers and aboard ships. Special arrange- 
ments havc been made with Radiv Station 
WWL, New Orleans, broadcast this 
definite time that all the patients and 
personnel this hospital and this 
area may hear it. 

The initial radio broadcast (October 1945) 
which Father Murphy this program 
was indecd unfortunate but the long run, 
because Father Murphy’s deep under- 
standing and ready response our protests, 
opened the way for enlightenment. are 
certain that this broadcast, Friends 
will help inan appreciable way our 
educational program disease. 
are very grateful Father Murphy and his 
associates. 

* * * 


especially when that mistake has brought 
suffering others. That privilege mine 
today. About year ago, friends, 
one our Sacred Heart Programs the 
speaker paid tribute the work our 
missionary Sisters the leper colonies 
the orient. The purpose the talk was 
simply emphasize the self-sacrifice and 
devotion these nursing nuns far 
away lands. Unfortunately threw ra- 
ther lurid glare over the scene and the in- 
nocent objects their labors. Playing 
back that transcription later, both the 


speaker and realized that was over- 


dramatized, that was scientifically in- 
accurate and that represented rather 
wobbly, traditional approach this age- 
old disease and the many problems in- 
volved. 

What most regretable, however the 
fact that our thoughtlessness has wound- 
the feelings the 475 patients the 
United States Marine Hospital Carville, 
Louisiana, well the feelings their 
relatives and friends. These effects, 
course, were completely unintended. They 
were remote possible from our 
thoughts and are glad repudiate 
them here. When letters began reach 
our office, one from nurse California, 
others from the patients Carville and 
several from Mr. Stanley Stein, Editor 
THE STAR, official paper the patients 
and personnel U.S. Marine Hospital, 
turn began feel resentment. Not, 
course, the insistence these good 
friends, that endeavor correct far 
possible the harm our broadcast has 
possibly done. That was only fitting and 
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right, but what did resent was the fact 
that we, like millions others, had been 
duped tradition thirty centuries old. 
Oriental its origin, this false view the 
disease called leprosy has built for it- 
self, defence lazy smugness and 
course, inexcusable every standard 
the gospel Christ. The saints refused 
accept it. that refusal they have done 
the most effective work history break- 
ing down obsolete spear, 
and coats mail. They defied the stigmas 
and taboos which had flourished for cen- 
turies from time immemorial down 
through the middle ages and flourish still 
our day. 


According the editor THE STAR, 
the proper name this ailment Han- 
sen’s disease. not hesitate say that 
this the first time have heard 
called. However, shortly after receiving 
his letter chanced upon copy the 
magazine FACTS. Among the contribu- 
tors noted the name distinguished 
alumnus the Jesuit St. Marys Collegian 
Kansas Mr. Robert Casey famous 
correspondent the CHICAGO DAILY 
NEWS. Mr. Casey’s contribution was 
careful study the startling progress that 
has been made the treatment Han- 
sen’s disease the Marine Hospital. 
tells enthusiastically the effects 
new drug Promin —this sulfona- 
mide derivative which has worked near 
miracles the treatment this disease. 
Though doctors are slow make claims, 
they admit the evidence many 
striking recoveries, that new field 
therapy has been opened which may 
deal the death blow toone the most 
persistent ailments that has ever beset the 
human race. And what more important 
still, the new hope that comes thou- 
sands hearts that have long been heavy 
laden with fear and misunderstanding. 


This magnificent pledge victory 
age-old fight for health and restoration 
normal life. 

Now the colonists Carville are united 
campaign public education. They 
maintain that our present attitude to- 
wards leprosy survival the days 
when the only surgeons were barbers; 
when antiseptics were unknown and 
germs were unheard of; when charms 
were supposed cure and night air sup- 
posed fatal. They further state their 
not been fairly tried even 
heard; that they are the victims panic 
with basis fact. they are right, 
they seem be, time for re- 
vamp all our thinking this important 
matter. all fairness, let guided 
Christian sense justice giving due 
credit those who the past went off 
what they thought would certain 
death Molokai, Culion and elsewhere; 
let hereafter our mission magazines, 
lectures and broadcasts, not build 
dramatic story contagion, isolation and 
hopelessness. lacks the quality real- 
ity and does irreparable harm. 
ing will make splendid contribu- 
tion very worthy cause. the 
Sacred Heart Program will definitely 
follow this course. 


YOU WANT HELP 


Well you can help tremendously 
passing THE STAR your doctor, 
library friends. Tell FACTS about Han- 
sen’s disease (leprosy) club meetings 
informal gatherings with friends. Also mail 
from newspapers magazines, giving 
the date and name periodical from which 
you clipped the article. subscribe 
large Clipping Bureau, but even they 
not see every article printed, therefore 
solicit the help our friends from every 


corner the country. 


| 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM FOR HANSEN’S DISEASE 


Harry 

Any educational program for dissemi- 
nating information leprosy must adopt 
its primary precept complete disasso- 
ciation the disease with the Bible. The 
instant reaction horror and 
brought the mere mention lep- 
rosy isnot based even one concrete 
fact, but simply fear implanted, often 
repeated tales Sunday School teacher 
who had herself been terrified child 
and until the atmosphere accorded 
the disease the Bible had been en- 
tirely reversed. 

immediate step accomplishing 
the disassociation change the name 
leprosy. Just change the name would 
insufficient assuage the fear many 
who think leprosy died with the last verse 
the Bible and are startled when sen- 
sational story the disease breaks in- 
the headlines. But this alone will not 
effective. The leprosy the 
with its terrifying conglomeration dis- 
eases died with the progress medicine. 
Yet, though the original disease gone, 
the stigma remains assail the patients 
what most remotely related disease. 

This the crux fostering new as- 
pect for much maligned condition. This 
disease must advanced its merits. 
The defiinite supportable facts must 
given and doing the shadows 
fear that hide dark closets ignorance 
will exposed for what they 
eval superstition. The public knows little 
nothing the facts this disease. 
deed, very large portion the medical 
world knows little the facts the dis- 
ease. Diagnosis and treatment can never 
available the medical profession. Need- 
less say, normal idea the disease 
can never attained without concrete 


Richards 


program education which every 
media education employed and 
program instituted, which the frequent 
sensational inaccuracies are attacked vig- 
orously from office qualified 
and eager refute them. The patients 
ask for more than that the supportable 
facts presented. The patients abhor 
positive statements 
when not one instance communication 
can proved. They detest statements 
the merits segregation when segrega- 
tion has not one case proved satisfac- 
tory control. The patients this hospital 
loathe segregation, exclusion from the use 
common carriers and criminal set 
rules, until the communicability the 
disease can successfully demonstrated 
and then its communicability should in- 
finitely greater than tuberculosis syphi- 
lis which are not subject such restric- 
tions. would have practices and 
statements abolished and replaced with 
active, assertive campaign facts. 

These are the fields which education 
should the patient and 
prospective patients, the public both 
adult and children, the medical profession 
both practicing and preparing and the 
State and Service. 

Both the Station and Washington 
should directly concerned and have 
specific responsibilities furthering na- 
tion-wide educational work. Methods for 
approaching the problem must con- 
stantly studied and evaluated, 
ted further expand and intensify the 
program. 

Note: The Educational Plan also includes 
detail.d outline with suggested procedure. 
The complete plan has been mimeographed 
and copies sent each member the Sur- 
geon General’s National Advisory Committee 


Hansen’s Disease. These copies are availa- 
ble request others who are interested. 
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PROMIZOLE TREATMENT LEPROSY 
Preliminary Report 


Faget, Medical Director; Pogge Senior Assistant Surgeon (R); and Johansen, 


Senior Surgeon (R), United Public Health Service. 


Promizole the trade name for 
diamino-5-thiasolylphenyl sulfone. 

was synthesized primarily for the 
treatment mycobacterial diseases, since 
promin had been found too toxic for con- 
tinuous oral administration these dis- 
eases. preliminary experimental and 
clinical tuberculosis, promizole did not 
produce sufficiently encouraging results 
warrant further investigations; however, 
good results were obtained tuberculosis 
the skin. For this reason and because 
its relative nontoxicity mouth and its 
close resemblance promin and diasone, 
which had been used with some success 
the treatment leprosy, was consid- 
ered feasible test the possible therapeu- 
tic effect promizole leprosy the 
National Leprosarium. (The promizole 
used this experimental study was sup- 
plied gratis Parke Davis Co. through 
the courtesy Sharp, Director 
Experimental Research.) The present 
preliminary report published because 
clinical improvement patients under 
treatment for leprosy seems appear 
some cases more rapidly with promizole 
than with either promin diasone. Past 
experiments with other sulfa drugs given 
orally, particularly sulfanilamide have 
proved unsuccessful this institution. 

have been under treatment with promi- 
zole for approximately year. These pa- 
tients were started doses 0.5 gm. 
three times daily, dosage being gradually 
increased gm. three times daily, over 
period several weeks. 

necessary discontinue the drug because 
patient, and repeated febrile episodes 


the other. Discontinuance medication 
the other patients was not incidental 
the drug; absconded from the insti- 
tution and the other died cerebrovas- 
cular accident. 

After months treatment, objective 
clinical improvement was observed 
some the patients. Because these en- 
couraging more patients were 
started the promizole treatment, mak- 
present time. Others will added when 
more the drug becomes available. Some 


the last patients started this treat- 


ment have already shown benefits, but 
for the most part yet too early 
evaluate the therapeutic effects the 
drug the latter group. 

This report therefore, based primarily 
upon the effects promizole the group 
seven patients who have undergone 
treatment for period least year. 
All these patients have tolerated the 


From Public Health Report No. 26, June 28, 
1946 This report also includes brief clinical ab- 
stracts these cases which this paper 
based and clinical photography. 


Editor’s Note- understand that promi- 
zole very difficult, also very expensive, 
manufacture but now that the preliminary 
report promizole has been published 
hoped that Parke Davis will make large 
quantities and place the market 
they have done with promin. 
taken orally would seem much more 
practical treatment, particularly outside 
institution, than which requires 
daily intravenous injections. 


NOTICE SUBSCRIBERS 
When sending change address THE 
STAR give old address well new. This 
necessary locate your address our 
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John Hnaks, Ph. Bacteriologist 
for the Leonard Wood was 
Carville for several days July. 

Men who battle microbes not seek, 
and seldom make the front page, but 
the war record Dr. Hanks one that 
should down saga quiet courage. 
March 1941, his post duty the 
Culion leprosarium, then the largest the 
world, Dr. Hanks wired the Memorial, 
solely for myself, feel that this 
the opportunity lifetime and would 
prefer run certain risks rather than 
leave Culion before the this 
note decision, and his family re- 
mained Culion through the war. 
1944 Dr. Hanks was dividing his time 
between farming and laboratory work. 

There were patients Culion 
when the war started. ‘ihe patients were 
persuaded home they could. Most 
the 1,000 who left were fishermen who 
got away their small boats. re- 
maining 4,300 were reduced 
1945; starvation and malaria had taken 
their toll. 

Through all these hardships Dr. Hanks 
worked right on. His notes, intact were 
saved and have been shipped the 
and Mrs. Hanks, their boys and baby 
girl born 1943, returned the 

September, through arrangement 
which the Leonard Memorial has 
made with Harvard, Dr. Hanks will con- 
tinue his studies begun Culion the 
growth and the destruction Hansen’s 
bacilli tissues removed from patients 
and kept alive test tubes. ‘‘In this 
Dr. explained, ‘‘one actually has 
small portion patient living test 
tube, and can many types experi- 
ments would not practical per- 
missible the patient himself. One the 
chief efforts will directed toward learn- 
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ing the conditions which permit the bacilli 


step will test wide variety drugs 
treatments which may stop the growth 
the bacilli without injury cells. 
MEDICAL STAFF INCREASED 

the short time been 
said Dr. Rolla who 
joined our resident medical staff.in 
teresting. trust,’’ continued, ‘‘that 
particular type work for the digease pre- 
sents challenge and new enough 
this field have perhaps even more én- 
thusiam than generally With 
will certainly valuable member our 
medical staff which, has already 
been greatly strengthened the addition 
Dr. Erickson and Dr. Hull. The 
Public Health Service has now provided 
with adequate and excellent medical 
staff, most progressive step, 
this time when much being 
made here the treatment Hansen 
disease. 

Dr. Wolcott, native anda 
graduate the University 
Medical has been with the Pub- 
lic Health Service since 1936. came 
that duty filled assignment 
worked with the State Board Health. 

High his praise the morale our 
patient body, Dr. Wolcott said, have 
never dealt with group patients 
not pin the Doctor down 
for any special hobby but did admit 
that likes fishing. Dr. and Mrs. 
Wolcott and their four children are living 
Dutchtown, neighboring community, 
quarters are available present 
the Station. 
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ADVENTURER HUMANITY 


holds him the greatest who himself most useful others ----Hoge 


was carry out part the routine 
his job Assistant State Service Com- 
missioner that Charlie Deck made his first 
trip this hospital some years ago. 
Here found vetarans World War 
who needed his services file their 
claims for pensions and for other legal pro- 
blems confronting found far 
more than that. found group dis- 
couraged, men cut off from 
the world, under assumed names, 
whose low ebb because 
they felt that did not 

was that who constituted 
this group should feel that fate had dealt 
marked cards; however, Charlie found 
conditions here conducive such atti- 
tude, conditions that demanded correc- 
tion, and from that day untill his death 
which occured 1946, set earn- 
estly work something about this 
dismal situation. was one the lead- 
ing spirits small group Legionnaires 
who pioneered bringing about 
tive changes this hospital, benefitting 
not only veterans but the entire patient 


body, what Sam Jones, former Gover- 
nor Louisiana, once described 
American egion’s adventure humanity. 

Through the years Charlie continued 
make regular trips Carville, lately 
associate the Louisiana Depart- 
ment Veterans’ Affairs, also serving the 
veterans World War II. Long ago 
Charlie was named our local Legion 
Fost its Service Officer and repre- 
sented all Department Conventions. 
looking over our correspondence with 
Charlie were struck the fact that 
always said and ‘‘our 
and who knew him well 
that was the way sincerely 
felt about it. never missed oppor- 
tunity bring people with him his 
trips this hospital, doctors, nurses, so- 
cial workers and others, that they 
might learn first hand about the problem 
was Charlie Deck who brought Harold 
Chalfant Carville and Mr. Chalfant 
turn, from the lecture platform and over 
the radio, has enlightened thousands 
uninformed people about 
disease. 

Charlie kept well informed the me- 
dical aspects the disease and read avidly 
current medical literature this subject 
passed him his doctor friends 
the Veterans’ Administration and whenev- 
found article special interest 
would send us. His knowledge 
the disease stood him good stead 
number occasions. Once was call- 
case the courts Gretna, La., 
which involved patient here. 


Articles leprosy the press present- 
ing misinformation the disease, parti- 
curarly those which emphasized the 
angle and played the emotions, 
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riled Charlie end. Time and again 
challenged such harmful publicity. 

May 1946, his health rapidly 
failing, Charlie paid what was his 
last visit this hospital. Sitting THE 
STAR office talking with several his 
good friends said, could just live 
see these ancient isolation restrictions 
lifted and the patients this hospital 
placed the same basis those other 
hospitals, then could feel that have 
accomplished what have striven for 
for 

Hardly had returned his home 
than received invitation from the 
Surgeon General, Thomas Parran, be- 
come member the National Advisory 
Committee Hansen’s Disease. May 
flew Washington attend the 
first meeting this Committee. The re- 
sults even this initial meeting were 
great encouragement him for had 
the satisfaction knowing that construc- 
tive changes, long overdue, were the 
making. 

Before leaving Washington confer- 
red with Watson Miller, Federal Se- 
curity Administrator, the possibility 
obtaining larger printing press for THE 
STAR from the Army Navy. Charlie 
believed wholeheartedly the value 
the educational program carried 
THE STAR. 

seems Fate had everything plan- 
ned according exact schedule and 
Charlie Deck’s time ran out shortly after 
had realized his life’s ambition par- 
ticipating the official recognition that 
and modern concept Hansen’s 
disease must replace antiquated notions. 

The battle well its way being 
won, and although Charlie Ceck may 
have fallen, there are now many others 
ready take the torch and carry 
through where once there were few. 


TIMELY TOPICS 

The station wagons are here well, al- 
most here. They are the Miller Buick 
Co., Baton Rouge where they arrived 
from the factory several days ago. The 
hospital authorities were notified their 
arrival that time. 

This was the surprising and good news 
which representative the local Amer- 
ican Legion Post learned when called 
Mr. Miller August 10th inquire 
about the long awaited cars. 

The two station wagons are the gift 
the National American Legion Auxiliary 
and the project was the happy idea 
Mrs. Charles Gilbert, Past National Pres- 
ident. One car will given the Hos- 
pital and the other will the property 
Marine Hospital Post No. 188, for the use 
the patients transport them and 
from their homeson authorized vaca- 
tions. expected that the cars will 
delivered very shortly. 


July the patient employees this 
hospital signed the no-strike pledge which 
now required all governmental em- 
ployees. These patients, classified part 
time employees, also received in- 
crease wages effective July 1946. 
Those patients working hours week 
receiving $19.94 per month will, under the 
revised figure, get $24.92 per month; 
hours $33.23, revision hours 
$39.88, revision and hours 
revision $66.46. 

understand that further increase 
salary for patient employees based upon 
the data gathered Mrs. Brake, 
Personnel Analyst the Public 
Health Service September 1945 will 
become effective July The 
hour group receive $31.20 per month, 
hours $52.65, hours $62.40, and the 
hour group $74.10. The monthly salary 
for four week period. 
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Our correspondence with our fellow pa- 
tients leprosaria outside the continental 
United States always intense interest 
us. THE STAR has brought the hope 
that Promin can for them what has 
done for us. feel that they should re- 
ceive this treatment yet are cognizant 
the fact that some governments can’t 
afford the purchase price. Among the 
many organizations, both missionary and 
scientific, interested patients the world 
over does seem that some plan could 
worked out whereby they would re- 
ceive this treatment which now beyond 
the experimental stage and the acknowl- 
edged ‘‘treatment choice” for Hansen’s 
disease. 

Kalaupapa, Molokai, Territory Ha- 
waii, today Carville was prior 1941 
when Promin was introduced. This ex- 
cerpt from letter received from 
patient there, like write nice 
newsy letter, but it’s the same grind day 
and day out. The patients just don’t seem 
interested anything. are told 
few patients, who have failing eyesight, 
will receive Promin. Maybe someday 
will tried others. eyes have 
caused much pain that times 
felt Why let them suffer 
once did when now unneces- 
sary. These people are American citizens 
and they need medical attention badly. 

Christiansted, St. Croix, Virgin Islands 
the United States Carville never 
was for the standard living throughout 
the Islands has always been far below that 
the United States. This should make 


one realize how hopeless the patients 


the leprosarium feel about their chances 
receiving expensive drug. They 
have resident medical staff. Dr. Harry 
Altman Denver, Colo. (STAR April 
1946) volunteered his services for two 
months out each year. During those 
two months this year treated six pa- 
tients with Promin selecting only the most 
advanced cases and giving them from 
shots week depending the supply 
the drug. the shots were 
far between still helped mightily. One 
woman, almost blind, took and the 
other day saw her our 
Christiansted correspondent writes. 

From friend Sanatorio Nacional, 
Cristo, Cuba comes this 
still have the old chaulmoogra oil treat- 
ment. have read paragraphs from your 
letters and from THE STAR fellow 
patients and are very hopefully waiting 
for Promin. Some our doctors are skep- 
tical but showed them Dr. Faget’s 
Promin report anyhow. Many are 
willing purchase ourselves you will 
tell where can buy 

Joey writes from Nocaliches Leprosa- 
rium, Caloocan, Rizal the Philippines, 
strong but suffer great deal with eyes. 
Our government cannot buy the medicine 
and were told that were interested 
would have buy ourselves. The 
patients here haven’t the money buy 
and our only hope that the Leonard 
Wood Memorial will furnish This 


hospital has patient register 


600 and among them are children. 
These are the patients who are badly 
need clothing (STAR— January !946) 
especially for these children. The war has 
left terrible desolation there. will fur- 
nish mailing address anyone who 
wants help these people but, please 
not send things for them. 


From nurse the Eversley Childs 
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Treatment Station, City Cebu, Philip- 
pines comes this word, reading 
THE STARS you sent let the patients 
read the articles about Promin and Dia- 
sone found there. The news was scattered 
through the grapevine telephones and 
presto they began collecting money for 
Dr. Jose Tolentino, who now 
his way visit your hospital, bring 
good supply both drugs back here. 
They call them the miraculous drugs and 
are eagerly awaiting their 

From patient Transvaal, South 
Africa comes this request for information 
about Promin, have seen accounts 
the wonderful cures for leprosy Ameri- 
ca. were told long ago Dec. 15, 
1945 that some the medicine had been 
ordered but has not come. are now 
beginning wonder there such med- 
would glad hear from you any 
news about this treatment. Here re- 
ceive black injection oil but 
find out the name it. Experiments are 
tried and sometimes they kill lot peo- 
ple with them.’’ have sent file 
STARS containing news Fromin 
these patients. 

Chacachare island Trinidad, 
British West Indies and these patients are 
receiving both Promin and Diasone. 
young man patient there writes, 
and Diasone, the wonderful sulfa drugs, 
are doing the trick ridding the 
once dreaded malady, leprosy. One now 
has hope that will see his home two 
three years. already feel like new 
man since receiving the 
isn’t the physical improvement alone but 
the effect has one’s morale equally 
gratifying. 

Among our recent discharges there are 
those who have taken various treatments 
during their long hospitalization, 10, 
and years. They are now going home 


after only years Promin and, 
best all, during those last years they 
felt like real people not sick mortals with- 
out hope. 

We, the patients this hospital, eagerly 
await the time when these drugs will 
used other countries. our convic- 
tion that this the trend research should 
now take determine all climates 
and under different living conditions the 
result will the same. this should 
the case there would then every reason 
believe that Hansen’s disease could 
controlled the world over. 


Mexico Dr. Kellersberger had 
gratifying interviews with the Minister 
Health, the head epidemiological 
Dr. Hervey Ross, missionary the Pres- 
byterian Church U.S., and group 
Mexican doctors. There appear 
25,000 cases Mexico, served lepro- 
sarium Mexico City and dispensaries 
throughout the country. 

Mexican idea put special em- 
phasis the malignant open cases but 
treat benign cases like those other dis 
eases regular determatological clinics. 
the dispensaries the word ‘leper’ not 

the United States Leprosarium 
Palo Seco, Canal Zone, Dr. and 
Kellersberger were warmly received 
the superintendents, Dr. Ezra 
and Mrs. Hurwitz. Dr. Kellersberger 
found exceptionally well developed in- 
stitution fences any other re- 
striction and the spirit the patients 

From current issue Song After Sorrow 


Quarterly publication the American 
Mission. 


July Dr. and Mrs. Kellersberger at- 
tended aconference leprosy held 
Leopoville, Belgian Congo. Before return- 
ing the October, they plan 
visit the Sudan, Egypt, France England. 
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two rooms the 5th floor the 
Palace Hotel Rio Aveni- 
Rio Branco, Mrs. Eunice Weaver di- 
rects job big Brazil itself. Pre- 
sident the Federation Societies for 
Assistance Leprosy Patients, the Brazi- 
lian born wife United States teacher 
and sociologist largely responsible for 
reclaiming thousands able-bodied cit- 
izens who otherwise might have been 
doomed social outcasts. Her interest 
not the patient alone but also the 
children left when parent enters one 
the leprosaria. These children, also those 
born patients who met and wed after 
entering the leprosarium, are taken one 
the Federation’s prevention homes. 
Here they are cared for and educated for 
some specific work. Since the work was 
begun not one child any the homes 
has developed Hansen’s disease. 

guest the Training Division 
the Institute Inter-American Affairs, 
Mrs. Weaver and her husband have been 
visiting the for months study 
the operations and fund raising activities 
national agencies. 

July Mr. and Mrs. Weaver were 
brought Carville Mr. and Mrs. 


McCormick Destrehan, La. This was 
entirely fitting for Mrs. McCormick, who 


Carville Hospital Chairman 


American Legion Auxiliary and president 
the St. Charles Chapter the Ameri- 
can Red Cross, pioneering Social 
work for patients this hospital 
along the same lines that Mrs. Weaver be- 
gan her Federation years ago. 

asked Mrs. Weaver how such pro- 
gram should started our country. 
believe,’’ she said, whole trouble 
that the American people have never re- 
alized that something should done. 
support programs other nations, 
completely overlooking their responsibili- 
ties toward families, especially children, 
the United States. was thinking 
group wives Legionnaires could 
this work they were interested for there 

Brazil our hardest task educate 
the public the fact that the disease 
neither visitation God nor highly con- 
tagious. There great need organ- 
ized campaign for educational enlighten- 
ment the U.S. The patients are doing 
fine job with THE STAR but they need 
assistance other groups. Sick people 
should not expected such big 
job she continued. 

Mrs. Weaver addressed the patients 
the theatre and showed motion pictures 
some Brazil’s29 Leprosarium almost 
every state has least one. These are 
laid out like small towns where every ef- 
fort made emphasize normal com- 
munity life instead the old-time insti- 
tutional set-up. her work Mrs. Weaver 
has visited leprosaria countries and 
has recently been awarded the Paraguay 
Order Merit, the only woman hon- 
ored. 

**Subscribe THE STAR** 
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Foreword--The letter printed below, alive 
ith human interest, was transmitted 

Dr. Hartman Lichtwardt, Medical Direc- 
or, Women’s Hospital, Detroit, Michigan. Dr. 
ichtwardt’s radio broadcaet (WXYZ) the 


ornbostel case was published the July 
STAR. 

The writer this letter has requested that 
her signature omitted, however, she has giv- 
her permission for the letter printed 
the STAR, the hope that may, she puts 
it, the the people who have 
such unwarranted fear the disease.”’ 


dear Dr. Lichtwardt: 


was delighted hear what you 
had say about the Hornbostel case 
that write you about it. 

There has been great ceal misin- 
formation about leprosy. reading 
the Bible one gets the impression that 
the disease highly contagious and 
infectious. Recently re-read ‘‘Ben 
which gives the same unfortu- 
nate impression. Perhaps leprosy was 
once just such highly dangerous dis- 
ease, perhaps ithas lost its virulence 
people have built immunity 
not know. 

have very personal reason for be- 
interested leprosy and should 
like tell you about it. 

Twenty-five years ago, when living 
the Orient, had leprous servant 
house. The disease was well advanced 
should say. Several nails were gone 
and the ends the fingers suppurated. 
This woman was very clever conceal- 
ing her ailment. noticed that her 
hands were always hidden her kimo- 
sleeves and asked her why she did 
it. She replied that she was ashamed 
because her hands had been hurt 
the earthquake. This seemed such 
sensible explanation that accepted 
once and was sorry that had em- 


LETTER THAT SPEAKS VOLUMES 


barrassed her asking. 


was naturally terrible shock 
when, after more than three 
months, got good look her hands. 
had put all savings into beauti- 
ful oriental things and now labori- 
ously pulled all rugs, lamps, 
books, everything, out into vacant 
space and set fire them. fact 
burned everything had. 

collapse and had anervous 
followed tuberculosis, which still 
have after all these years. course 
never did have leprosy though every 
tiny lesion caused alarm for many 
years. really thought was only 
matter time until I’d have 
seemed inevitable when recalled 
how she had cooked washed 
and pressed clothes, touched 
many things that was con- 
tact with. 

Several years ago met Dr. 
Wellington who had been medical 
missionary India for twenty years. 
She told she had known cases 
where leper lived the same house 
with his family over long period 
years without their contracting it. 
one instance. the leading magistrateof 
village had leprosy. continued 
sign and handle papers all sorts. 

Here the United States one 
our largest southern cities there are 
three lepers who segregated but 
come clinic periodically for treat- 
personally the nurse who helps treat 
them. 

view all the circumstances 
the case, can see reason why the 
Major and his afflicted wife could not 
have little cottage some rural dis- 


**see page 12** 
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THE MARCH EDUCATIONAL PUBLICITY 


Through the interest Paul Strachan, 
President the American Federation 
the Physically Handicapped, Washington, 
C., and with the enthusiastic coopera- 
tion Representative Augustine Kelly 
Pennsylvania. and Representative Jerry 
Voorhees California,educational infor- 
mation Hansen’s disease has been pub- 
lished the Congressional Record. The 
material inserted the Proceedings and 
The 79th Congress, Second 
Session, includes ‘‘Opportunities For 
Rarey; about Hansen’s disease 
from The Star; Medical and Social 
Faget and statement Mr. Strachan. 
(Vol. Numbers 139, 142, and 147, July 

The official circulation the Congres- 
sional Record 42,500. has through 
coverage newspapers and goes many 
public libraries. The inclusion informa- 
tion disease the Congres- 
sional Record marks very definite step 
forward our educational program. 


**continued from page 11** 

trict. The husband could the mar- 
keting and whatever ccntact there was 
with the outside world could 
through him. His wife could 
clinic surely some 
doctor and nurse could found who 
would them. 

Personally, think the wife would 
not any more dangerous than 
living apartment house. They are 
intelligent people and would 
thing their power protect others. 

If, any chance, anything have 
written this letter could used 
disabuse the minds the people who 
have such unwarranted fear the 
ease, all means use 


also qualify steeplejack. shown 
Harris, climbed the 100 foot water 
tower the grounds this hospital 
take panorama shot. 

This was but one about pictures 
which Joel took here, pictures which in- 
cluded shots the patients work and 
play, pictures showing the patients en- 
joying floor show Baton Rouge enter- 
tainers during dance which was also 
attended the hospital personnel and 
scores visitors. Pictures all kinds were 
taken here, shattering precedents left and 
right. 

With Don LIFE correspon- 
dent, Joel arrived atthe August 
and remained until August They were 
busy every minute their stay and kept 
everyone else busy. 

Both Yale and Don seem have caught 
the spirit our battle against ‘‘lepropho- 
bia’’. presenting factual, sans sensa- 
tionalism, spread, LIFE, with its millions 
readers, now has the opportunity 
real job public enlightenment. 


LIFE photographer, Yale Joel, might 
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exciting moment the St. Anthony-Car- 
ville All Star game, Brown, Carv- 
ille’s 3rd baseman tags out visiting short stop. 


SPORTS 


Forming the Summer Sports Associa- 
tion put new life local athletics. Found 
June this hustling group decided 
that the two patient teams combined into 
All Star aggregation would able 
give good account themselves com- 
petition with teams from this area. Games 
were quickly scheduled with the Louisi- 
ana Creamery team Baton Rouge. The 
All Stars won both games, the first tight 
fielding low scoring game and the second 
real slug fest. third game 
the locals win column was close victory 
over the River Cang. 


long period rainy weather gave the 
Association time contemplate their re- 
cent victories with the result that they 
scheduled game with the St. Anthony’s 
Seniors, champs the League 
Baton Rouge. The boys took one look 
CYO pitching and got the jitters. St. 
played fast errorless ball which left 
with the consolation scoring the most 
errors. Hot the heels this game was 
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the return the River Gang which re- 
versed the result our previous encaun- 
ter and were now sporting two losses. 
St. Anthony’s returned opposition 
game played before the cameras 
LIFE magazine August This time 
the All-Stars played good ball hold 
ledge the first inning, but runs 
the third the visitors gave them an- 
other victory over us. 

The Sports Association then became 
foxy and matched the two teams that had 
lently played contest. went into extra in- 
nings tied all; but with 
ening have the game called St. Anthony’s 
scored runs put the game ice. 

Summer Sports Association has 
done fine job financing these and 
additional exhibitions between other 
teams the proverbial shoe- 
string and now have hopes for staging golf 
and tennis exhibitioms well. 

The local softball league competition 
stands wins for The for the 
Legion. Play has been suspended until all 
the aurrounding teams, especially St. An- 
thony’s, can subdued. Then shall 
back knocking down each 


Dr. G.W. McCoy, New Orleans, was 
the first member the Surgeon General's 
National Advisory Committe 
Disease make official visit here 
meet with the United Patients Committee. 
Dr. McCoy came July 23, and July 
Claude Brown, Little Rock, Ark., Na- 
tional Field Secretary The American 
Legion, alsoa member the Advisory 
Committee, met with our Patients Com- 
mittee. Sheppard, Baton Rouge, and 
Harry Shaffer, National Field Secretary 
The American Legion St. Louis, Mo., 
accompanied Mr. Brown Carville and 
sat the meeting. Both sessions were 
encouraging and gave the opportunity 
present our problemas see it. 
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ANN PAGE’S THE LADIES 


What’s happened the adies’ Page 
has been frequent inquiry during recent 
months. There are several answers, among 
them the ever present space limitations, 
but even more factual this reporter has 
been given many other STAR assign- 
ments. long last try bring you 
date cooking with our 
feminine population. 

Miriam kept busy fixing with 
permanent waves and sets while Kitty 
trying her skill with those fashionable 
upsweep and French braids 
cool off not beautify us. Grace 
ever knitting away and this she 
joined Dot, but much the knitting 
held waiting cooler weather. Betty 
receiving and responding lots fan 
mail result her LETTER THE 
EDITCR TIME magazine, July Ist. 
Mrs. Hornbostle’s mail continues 
heavy and each inquiry ‘‘What can 
help she responds ‘‘Sub- 
scribe THE Cheers for her! 

Miracle the model housewife along 
with Gerry, Val and Hazel and yours truly 
hopes join this brigade next sum- 
mer. going build summer cot- 
tage; the first one permitted these 
many years and are Hank and thrilled. 
This one day dream long standing 
which will shortly become reality. 

The ladies House 18, joined ladies 
from other houses, gather every evening 
for Bingo and from the sounds they must 
have bang good time. The ladies from 
House continue enjoy their reading 
sessions. 

Lots sewing underway and Carville, 


which usually years behind other places, 
has gone for bare midriffs, shorts and 
sandals. All need aswimming pool and 
the wolves would really whistle the mod- 
ern version bathing suits. 

Angelica, Margaret and Mrs. 
all taking streptomycin, are dizzy 
they were months binge but they 
are looking swell and we're hoping the 
experiment will worthwhile one 
bringing their discharges much closer. 

Mary and Annie joined forces with 
last month while were putting THE 
together. Marie, Agnes, Jane, 
Mary Ruth, Miracle, Eetty, Ethel, Eula 
and Kitty were deck usual but 
missed Hilda. She had iron clad alibi, 
however, for she the editor’s morning 
secretary which leaves spare time for 
other jobs. Mrs. afternoon secre- 
tarial work keeps her equally busy. 

our girls’ current activities and thanks for 
asking about us. 

RED CROSS 
HERE 

riday afternoon, July 12, Carl 
Plate, Ceneral ield Representative the 
American Red Cross, who spent years 
during the war serving from Alaska the 
South Pacific, spoke informally his ex- 
periences our theater before small 
but interested audience. 

brought with him Scrap Book 
souvenirs collected during the Pacific 
campaigns. 

Mr. Plate was brought Carville for 
his first visit Mrs. McCormick 
Destrehan, La. 


1946 THE STAR 
SUCH INTERESTING VISITORS 


One caller, looking the many signa- 
tures the guest book THE STAR 
office, remarked, work must 
fascinating for see that you meet people 
from all parts this country and from 
all over the certainly and 
recently the favorable publicity the 
press has brought even more visitors. 

horses could not have dragged 
into this place without the recent 
widespread publicity which has been giv- 
your institution showing that 
just safe visit this institution 
would visit any other hospital the 
Omaha, Nebraska, when visited here 
recently. Mr. Kelly associated with The 
Railway Educational Bureau and travels 
over different railroads which take him 
into some the most remote corners 
the Country. ‘‘My impressions the 
said, ‘‘until visited here, 
were like those most other people, 
based what had read the Bible, 
and always connected with slow, 
sure death. From now shall take 
advantage every opportunity tell 
others what saw here and correct the 
false impressions and vague notions that 
still 

84, Mrs. John Mather, Ames, 
Iowa, who was selected the State 
Mother 1943, actively interested 
human problems. While visiting her 
daughter Baton Rouge, she spent 
afternoon this hospital. Mrs. Mather 
member the National Com- 
mittee and this group, she told defi- 
nitely interested patients with Hansen’s 
disease and want what they can 
help our educational program. 


Enroute her home Portland Oregon, 


from New York, Miss Norma Graves, 
free lance writer whose articles have ap- 
peared many national publications 


(Etude, Coronet, Holiday, National Geo- 
graphic), came from New Orleans 
visit this hospital. her tour the place 
gather material for article 
doing for Oregonian, Miss Graves 
stopped THE STAR office for chat. 
Miss Graves was very much interested 
what she learned here and promised 
constructive report. 

long have people like Col. 
Rarey Decatur, Georgia, around 
need not worry too much about what 
going happen this old world. 
and Mrs. Rarey spent the weekend 
July with us. Col. Rarey, soldier and hu- 
manitarian, whose article dis- 
ease chapter from his book, Opportu- 
nities for Service Mankind) was pub- 
lished the July STAR, one our 
most faithful friends, ever alert the 
problems the patients this hospital. 
While here, the Rareys met with the 
nited Patients’ Committee and the Colonel 
said that thus became acquainted with 
some the factors our situation which 
one could only obtain personal visit. 
Col. Rarey vice-president the Am- 
erican Federation for the Physically 
Handicapped and plansto attend their 
national convention Washington, 
C., during August which time Carville 
will the agenda. 

John Dutton the Veterans Ad- 
ministration, Baton Rouge, one our 
regular callers, coming see the ex-ser- 
vice men who are patients this hospi- 
tal. July brought Freed, New 
Orleans, and Edward Harrem, Wash- 
ington, C., the Contact and Ad- 
ministrative Services. The men 
were here the day that the July STAR 
was being assembled and were much im- 
pressed the large crew enthusiastic 
patient workers. 

since heard about your hospital 
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PERSONNEL PERSONALS 
Mary Browne 


announcement which claimed much 
interest this area was that made Dr. 
and Mrs. Faget the engagement 
and approaching marriage their daugh- 
ter, Elsie, Chief Pharmacist Mate 
Glenwood Thompins, son Mr. and 
Mrs. George Thompins, Palm 
Springs, California. The wedding will 
celebrated early August the home 
her parents here the station. The 
groom-elect stationed the Naval Air 
Base San Diego, Calfornia. Miss Faget 
was honorary graduate Louisiana 
State University was member 
the Delta Zeta Sorority and five hono- 
rary fraternities, Sigma Rho, 
tic fraternity, Kappa Epsilon, mathe- 
matics fraternity, Phi Kappa Phi, Alpha 
Gamma Delta and Phi Sigma Iota, ro- 
mance languages fraternity. She majored 
Bacteriology. Elsie served the Waves 
during the war, and was discharged from 
the Service the early Spring this year. 


The Government Employees Post the 
American egion entertained with dance 
and floor show the St. Gabriel High 
School gymnasium June 21st. This Post 
was recently organized among the ex-ser- 
vice men, employees this hospital. All 
vets the surrounding community wear- 
ing their discharge buttons were admitted 
gratis. large crowd from this station at- 
tended and enjoyed the music the 
Marine Troubadours, the personnel dance 
orchestra, and specialty numbers 
bevy Baton Rouge artists. 


Congratulations are order upon the 
Master Robert Maguire, son Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Maguire. Mrs. Maguire 
the former Jeannette Sharp, daughter 
the Ralph Sharps this station. 


**Place THESTAR Public Library** 


visitors concluded** 
and the work that being done here, you 
know THE STAR every month,”’ 
said Mrs. Willis Reed Vinita, 
have wanted visit you.’’ Mrs. Reed, 
National President American Legion 
Auxiliary, Southern Division, was speak- 
ing the Music Room where group 
local vets and other patients had gathered 
meet her her visit this hospital July 
the coming over from Baton 
Rouge with Mrs. Reed, were Marion 
Mrs. Abel Leonard, president, and 


Fairbairn, secretary, Nicholson Unit 28. 


Dr. Johansen showed the group over the 
hospital. Atthe conclysion their visit 
they expressed their new understanding 
the urgent need for profound re-educa- 
tion the public toward our problem 
and stated that they would lend their per- 
sonal efforts spreading the word wher- 
ever they go. 

Among our July callers was Dr. 
Thompson, prominent colored physician 
keenly interested all departments 
this hospital. STAR office de- 
clared our paper should the hands 
every doctor the country, particu- 
larly young men entering the profession, 
and backed this entering subscrip- 
tions for libraries and medical schools. 

Dr. Choppin, recently elected State 
Commander the American Legion, Ce- 
partment Louisiana, and Mrs. Choppin; 
Col. Perry Cole, past Com- 
mander, and Mrs. Cole, all Louisiana 
State University, and Mrs. Madison, 
Jr., Monroe, La., recently elected 
the Auxiliary its Cepartment president, 
called informally friends this hospi- 
tal Sunday August 4th. The Legion 
leaders promised official visit our 
Post the fall. 

Pass THESTAR your friend** 
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FURTHER FACTS 


Despite the fact that among the 
many leprosaria scattered throughout 
the world thousands well workers, 
religious and lay, have been daily as- 
sociation with the patients the inci- 
dence infection very small. some 
these cases reasonable doubt existed 
whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This 
especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the coun- 
try where the disease occurs frequently 
when the disease known have 
existed the family. During its years 
existance, hundreds persons from 
neighboring communities have been 
employed the Carville Leprosarium 
plumbers, painters, cafeteria help, 
clerical workers, laboratory technicians, 
etc. With but one possible exception 
native this endemic section) not 
asingle member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remark- 
able record, considering that this 
pital located almost within the heart 
the most endemic section the 
most endemic state the union and 
one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculo- 
sis sanatorium can point such re- 
cord? 


FACTS, based actual experience 
over long period years (the most val- 
scientific yardstick furnish indubi- 
table proof the remoteness the 
communicability Hansen’s disease. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE 
EASE THE BIG PROBLEM Han- 
sen’s. Once that determined, the 6000 
year old practice imprisoning per- 
son for life because happens 
sick will done away with. 


Hansen’s not included the list 
quarantinable diseases New York 
State and patients that State are sub- 
ject norestrictions. down, go). 


Since the bacil- 
lus, hundreds attempts have been 
made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully 
met the for proof, and all 
attempted innoculations animals 
have been unsuccessful the same ex- 
tent. scientist more than 145 re- 
corded cases has been able toinfect him- 
self other human volunteers 
tempted innoculation the germ. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Nor- 
wegian physician, announced his dis- 
covery the germ which causes the 
disease. appearance and size close- 
resembles the germ which causes tu- 
berculosis, the tubercle bacillus. sin- 
gle organisms impossible for the 
distinguish between 
the two germs. 


man woman may remain per- 
fect physical health for years after con- 
tracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted 
any social gathering. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital 
Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from John 


Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


This activity open all interested patients. The Star entirety hand 
set patients. Subscribers, kindly notify change address. The Star can- 


not forwarded. 
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FOR YOUR BANKING 
SEE WRITE US, 


WHERE 
Checking Accounts Loans 
Savings Accounts Exchange 


Christmas Savings 
Bank Money Orders 
Travelers’ Cheques 


Deposit Boxes 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s 
let know any way can serve 


any time. 


LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 
BATON ROUGE 


Baton Rouge 
Shop 


DALTON’S 


Phone 2-4421 


LOUIS CARVILLE 


GENERAL MERCHANDISE 
Carville, Louisiana. 
sell everything-If don’t 
have stock-We will get 


THE CANTEEN 
Where 
Your patronage greatly appreciated 
Owned and operated the patients 


Jack Weir, Mgr. 


THE STAR 


Published monthly patients the United States Marine Hospital, National 
Leprosarium, Carville, Louisiana. 
The purpose this publication to: 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s Disease. 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 
Encourage and finance social service for needy patients. 


Subscription $1.00 per year. 
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